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38 CFR Ch. I (7–1–12 Edition) § 17.51 

shall not be authorized for any mili-
tary retiree whose sole basis for eligi-
bility is under § 17.46b, or, except in 
Alaska and Hawaii, for any retiree of 
the uniformed services suffering from a 
chronic disability whose entitlement is 
under § 17.46b, § 17.47(b)(2) or § 17.47(c)(2) 
regardless of whether he or she may 
have dual eligibility under other provi-
sions of § 17.47. 

[39 FR 1842, Jan. 15, 1974, as amended at 45 
FR 6936, Jan. 31, 1980, as amended at 61 FR 
21966, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.51 Emergency use of Department 
of Defense, Public Health Service or 
other Federal hospitals. 

Hospital care in facilities operated 
by the Department of Defense or the 
Public Health Service (or any other 
agency of the U.S. Government) which 
do not have beds allocated for the care 
of Department of Veterans Affairs pa-
tients may be authorized subject to the 
limitations enumerated in § 17.50 only 
in emergency circumstances for any 
veteran otherwise eligible for hospital 
care under 38 U.S.C. 1710 or 38 CFR 
17.46. 

[33 FR 19010, Dec. 20, 1968. Redesignated and 
amended at 61 FR 21965, 21966, May 13, 1996] 

USE OF PUBLIC OR PRIVATE HOSPITALS 

§ 17.52 Hospital care and medical serv-
ices in non-VA facilities. 

(a) When VA facilities or other gov-
ernment facilities are not capable of 
furnishing economical hospital care or 
medical services because of geographic 
inaccessibility or are not capable of 
furnishing care or services required, 
VA may contract with non-VA facili-
ties for care in accordance with the 
provisions of this section. When de-
mand is only for infrequent use, indi-
vidual authorizations may be used. 
Care in public or private facilities, 
however, subject to the provisions of 
§§ 17.53, 17.54, 17.55 and 17.56, will only 
be authorized, whether under a con-
tract or an individual authorization, 
for— 

(1) Hospital care or medical services 
to a veteran for the treatment of— 

(i) A service-connected disability; or 
(ii) A disability for which a veteran 

was discharged or released from the ac-
tive military, naval, or air service or 

(iii) A disability of a veteran who has 
a total disability permanent in nature 
from a service-connected disability, or 

(iv) For a disability associated with 
and held to be aggravating a service- 
connected disability, or 

(v) For any disability of a veteran 
participating in a rehabilitation pro-
gram under 38 U.S.C. ch. 31 and when 
there is a need for hospital care or 
medical services for any of the reasons 
enumerated in § 17.48(j). 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1703, 3104; sec. 101, Pub. 
L. 96–466; sec. 19012, Pub. L. 99–272) 

(2) Medical services for the treatment 
of any disability of— 

(i) A veteran who has a service-con-
nected disability rated at 50 percent or 
more, 

(ii) A veteran who has received VA 
inpatient care for treatment of non-
service-connected conditions for which 
treatment was begun during the period 
of inpatient care. The treatment period 
(to include care furnished in both fa-
cilities of VA and non-VA facilities or 
any combination of such modes of care) 
may not continue for a period exceed-
ing 12 months following discharge from 
the hospital except when it is deter-
mined that a longer period is required 
by virtue of the disabilities being 
treated, and 

(iii) A veteran of the Mexican border 
period or World War I or who is in re-
ceipt of increased pension or additional 
compensation based on the need for aid 
and attendance or housebound benefits 
when it has been determined based on 
an examination by a physician em-
ployed by VA (or, in areas where no 
such physician is available, by a physi-
cian carrying out such function under 
a contract or fee arrangement), that 
the medical condition of such veteran 
precludes appropriate treatment in VA 
facilities; 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1703; sec. 19012, Pub. L. 
99–272) 

(3) Hospital care or medical services 
for the treatment of medical emer-
gencies which pose a serious threat to 
the life or health of a veteran receiving 
hospital care or medical services in a 
facility over which the Secretary has 
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